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Campanha Nacional de Leitura Bíblica                                                                                 

HISTÓRIAS DO 
NOVO TESTAMENTO

Série 3:
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Campanha Nacional de Leitura Bíblica

“ E v e r y  C o m m u n i t y  O n  E a r t h  D e s e r v e s  A  N e w  T e s t a m e n t  C h u r c h  “  

Divirta-se Ensinando Histórias Bíblicas para Todas as Idades 
O ensino da Bíblia deveria ser algo divertido para o professor e para os alunos. O melhor ensino acontece quando todos se divertem. É então quando 

os alunos aprendem melhor e quando o professor quer ensinar mais freqüentemente. As Histórias Bíblicas Para Todas As Idades foram preparadas para 
ajudar o professor a divertir-se enquanto ensina as histórias da Bíblia e para que os alunos se divertam aprendendo-as. Este material pode ser usado com 
crianças de todas as idades como também com jovens e adultos.

Recomendamos os onze passos seguintes no preparo e ensino destas lições:
1. Leia cuidadosamente a história publicada, as perguntas e o versículo para memorizar.
2. Depois, leia a história na Bíblia. Use uma versão moderna que lhe permite entendê-la com facilidade. 
3. Pense sobre a história e tente imaginar que você esteve nesta situação. Escreva todos os detalhes não  
        mencionados que você imagine ter acontecido para completar a história.
4. Escreva as principais verdades espirituais que você encontra na história.
Ensinar
5. Dê a cada aluno uma cópia da lição.
6. Diga ao grupo o nome da história e, em poucas palavras, explique por que a história é importante para eles.
7.  (Para grupos com leitores) Peça os membros do grupo a que leiam em voz alta a história publicada, cada
       pessoa, por sua vez, lendo apenas uma sentença.  Somente deve pedir que leiam as pessoas que   
       querem.
8. Conte a história na forma mais dinâmica  possível. Use vozes diferentes para cada personagem na
       história e, se for possível, use gestos para dramatizar a história.
9. Leia as perguntas em voz alta e motive o grupo a responder com sinceridade.
10. Ajude o grupo a memorizar o versículo, memorizando-o, ao princípio, por partes. Seja paciente nesta
atividade e peça que os alunos recitem o versículo individualmente assim que eles o tenham aprendido. Depois, peça o grupo inteiro a recitar o Depois, peça 
o grupo inteiro recitar.
11.  Conduza o grupo a pintar o quadro ilustrando a história. O professor deveria dar o exemplo nisso. Converse 
       com o grupo durante este tempo, falando sobre as verdades importantes encontradas na lição.   Motive os 
       jovens e adultos a pintar o quadro cuidadosamente e guardar as histórias para que eles  possam ensiná-las 
       aos outros em outra ocasião.

Have Fun Teaching Bible Histories for All Ages

 Teaching the Bible should be a fun experience for both the teacher and students.  The most eff ective teaching takes place when all those involved 
enjoy themselves.  That is when the students learn best and when the teacher looks forward to teaching.  The Bible Stories for All Ages have been prepared 
to help the teacher enjoy him or herself while teaching stories from Bible history and for the students to enjoy themselves while learning from them.  These 
materials can be used with children of all ages as well as with youth and adults.
 We recommend the following eleven steps for preparing and teaching these lessons:

Prepare to Teach
1. Carefully read the printed story, the questions and the memory verse.
2.   Then, read the story in the Bible itself.  Use a modern version that enables you to understand most clearly the details of the story.
3.  Think carefully about the story and try to imagine that you were there in that situation and write all the unmentioned 
 details that you imagine might have fi lled out the story.
4.  On a sheet of paper, write the principle spiritual truths that you fi nd in the story.

Teach
5.  Give each student a copy of the lesson.  (Please do not photocopy the lessons.  In any case, they are less expensive in their 
 published form)
6.  Tell the group the name of the story and in a few words explain why the lesson is important to them.
7.  (For groups with readers)  Ask the members of the group to read aloud the printed story, each person, in turn, reading only 
 one  sentence.  Ask that only those who wish to read do so.
8.  Tell the story in the most dramatic manner possible.  Use diff erent voices for each person in the story and use gestures to 
 dramatize the story.
9.  Read aloud the questions and encourage the class to answer carefully and sincerely.
10.  Help the class to memorize the memory verse, memorizing it at fi rst by parts.  Be patient in this activity and have students 
 recite the verse individually as soon as they have learned it.  Then, have the entire class give the verse together.
11.  Lead the class to color the picture illustrating the story.  The teacher should set the example in this.  Chat with the class 
 during this time talking about the important truths found in the lesson.  Encourage young people and adults to color the 
 pictures carefully and to save the stories so they can teach them to others as opportunities present themselves.
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Jesus Teaches NicodemusJesus Teaches NicodemusJesus Ensina a NicodemosJesus Ensina a Nicodemos

Great Bible Truths: 

 1. God sent his Son to the world to save us 
from our sins.
 2. To enter God’s Kingdom, we must believe 
in Jesus only and turn away from our sins.

John 3:1-18, 36

 Nicodemus was an important leader of the Jews.  Although 

most of the other leaders were jealous and hated Jesus, Nicodemus 

admired Jesus and wanted to speak with him.  For that reason, he 

visited Jesus after dark.  In his visit, Jesus spoke plainly about what 

must happen for anyone to be saved.  Nicodemus, a good man and a 

religious man, was surprised.

 Did Nicodemus believe in Jesus as his personal Savior?  Probably 

so.  Later on, he defended Jesus before his worst enemies.  (John 

7:50-52)  And after the crucifi xion, it was Nicodemus with Joseph 

of Arimathea who had the courage to ask for the body of Jesus from 

Pilate and to bury Jesus’ body with reverence.  (John 19:38-42)   

Therefore, it is probably that Nicodemus came to believe in Jesus with 

all his heart and was born again, receiving salvation

Talk about the Story:

1. V. 3  Jesus told Nicodemus that he could not see the Kingdom of 

God unless

he became more religious        he were born again

2. V. 6  Jesus said that a person has to be born two times.   He said that 

a person has to have a physical birth from one’s parents.  But a person 

must also be born of the S__________ .

3. V. 7 According to Jesus, who ne

eds to be born a second time, being born by the Spirit of God 
the worst sinners    only religious people    all people

4. V. 16  Why did God give His Son to die on the cross?

 because we deserved it because he loves us so much

5. Who will never perish but have everlasting life?

 Catholics    Evangelicals    
 Jews    Only those who trust in Christ

6. V. 18  Who is not condemned by God and already has eternal life?

  those who are faithfully religious   those who trust 

in Jesus alone to save them

7. V. 36  When do we start having eternal life?

 from the moment we trust in Jesus to save us

 maybe after we die, if God considers us good enough

Think about yourself:

Do you believe that Jesus is God’s Son who died for your sins?  Do you 

expect to enter the Kingdom of God without being born again?  Have 

you personally received Jesus to be your Lord and Savior?

Verdades Principais:

1. Deus enviou seu Filho ao mundo para 
salvá-lo do pecado.
2. Para entrar no reino de Deus, devemos 
crer somente em Jesus Cristo e nos 
arrependermos de nossos pecados.

João 3:1-18, 36

 Nicodemos era um importante líder dos judeus.  Ainda que a maioria 
dos líderes tivesse ciúmes e odiasse a Jesus, Nicodemos admirava a Jesus 
e queria falar com ele.  Por essa razão, ele o visitou de noite.  Em sua visita, 
Jesus falou plenamente do que cada qual deve fazer para alcançar a 
salvação.  Nicodemos, um homem bom e religioso, se surpreendeu.

 Nicodemos creu em Jesus como seu Salvador pessoal?  
Provavelmente, sim.  Posteriormente, ele defendeu a Jesus diante de 
seus piores inimigos (João 7:50-52).  E depois da crucifi cação, foram 
Nicodemos e José de Arimatéia que tiveram a coragem de pedir o corpo 
de Jesus a Pilatos para enterrá-lo com toda reverência (João 19:38-42).  
Portanto, é provável que Nicodemos tenha chegado a crer em Jesus com 
todo seu coração e tenha nascido de novo, recebendo a salvação.

Comente Sobre a História:
1.  Versículo 3: Jesus disse a Nicodemos que ele não veria o reino de 
Deus a menos que:
se tornasse mais religioso           nascesse de novo

2.  Versículo 6:  Jesus disse que uma pessoa deve ter um  
nascimento físico de seus pais, mas também deve nascer do 
E________________.
3.  Versículo 7:  De acordo com Jesus, quem necessita nascer de novo 
no Espírito de Deus?  
 somente os piores pecadores 
 somente as pessoas religiosas          todas as pessoas

4.  Versículo 16: Por que Deus deu seu fi lho para que morresse na cruz?
  porque ele o merecia  pelo muito que nos ama
5. Quem é aquele que não perecerá, mas terá a vida eterna?
 os católicos        os evangélicos        os judeus 
 todos aqueles que confi am completamente em Cristo 
                      como seu Salvador
6. Versículo 18: Quem é aquele que não recebe condenação de Deus e 
tem a vida eterna?
 os que vivem sem pecado 
 os que confi am somente em Jesus como Salvador
7. Versículo 36: Quando você começa a ter a vida eterna?
 desde o momento em que confi o que Jesus me salvará
 talvez depois que morra, se Deus me considera 
                      sufi cientemente bom

O que você pensa?
Você crê que Jesus é o Filho de Deus que morreu por seus pecados?  Você 
crê que vai entrar no reino de Deus sem haver nascido de novo?  Você tem 
recebido pessoalmente a Jesus para que seja seu Senhor e Salvador?


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“For God so loved the world that 

he gave his one and only Son, 

that whoever believes in him 

shall not perish but have eternal 

life.”  John 3:16

Porque Deus amou o mundo 

tanto, que deu o seu único Filho, 

para que todo aquele que nele 

crer não morra, mas tenha a 

vida eterna. João 3:16
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Jesus, Shepherd of His Sheep   Jesus, Shepherd of His Sheep   A Fé de Um SoldadoA Fé de Um Soldado

Great Bible Truths:  

1.  Jesus knows every person who believes 
in him and follows him.
2.  Jesus gave his life for every one who 
believes in him, that we might be saved 
now and forever.

John 10:1-21

 Jesus lived in a land where there were many sheep living on 
the hills and each herd of sheep was protected by a shepherd who 
led them where they would fi nd grass and water.  Jesus turned to 
his disciples and talked about himself like a shepherd with his sheep.  
He said, “The sheep hear his voice and he calls them by name.  They 
follow him, because they know his voice.”

 “I am the good shepherd who is willing to die for the sheep.  
When a hired man who is not the shepherd sees a wolf coming, he 
turns and runs away because he does not care about the sheep.  I am 
the good shepherd.  As the Father knows me and I know Him, in the 
same way I know my sheep and they know me.  I am willing to die for 
them.”  Speaking of those who would know him long after he left the 
world, Jesus said, “There are other sheep which belong to me that are 
not in this sheep pen.  I must bring them, too; they will listen to my 
voice, and they will become one fl ock with one shepherd.”

 “I am willing to give up my life, in order that I may receive it back 
again.  No one takes my life away from me.  I give it up of my own free 
will.”  By this, Jesus was telling his followers about his coming death 
on the cross and his coming alive from the dead.

 The people argued among themselves.   Some said, “He is crazy, why 
do you listen to him?  He has a demon.”  Others answered, “How could a 
man with a demon talk like this or do the great miracles he does?”   So, 
many people did not believe in Jesus, but many others did believe in him.

Talk about the story:
Why did Jesus call himself the good shepherd?  Who are Jesus’ sheep?  
What did Jesus say the sheep would do when they heard his voice?  
What did the hired man do when a wolf came to kill the sheep?  What 
did Jesus say he was willing to do for the sheep?  Why do you think 
Jesus did not keep his enemies from killing him on the cross?  Did 
Jesus say anything about us who have believed in Jesus long after this 
story happened?  What did he say about us?

Talk about yourself:
Do you believe Jesus knows you by name?  Do you think he wants to 
watch over you and care for you like a shepherd cares for his sheep?   
Do you believe he died for you to save you from your sins?  Do you 
believe in him?

Verdades Principais:

1. O Senhor tem disposição para ajudar a 
qualquer pessoa que confi a nEle.
2. Ao ter fé em Deus e confi ar nEle, Ele pode 
dar-nos cura física e espiritual.

Mateus 8:5-13

 Entrando Jesus numa cidade, veio a Ele um ofi cial romano a 
pedir-lhe sua ajuda.  “Senhor, meu empregado está prostrado na 
cama, paralítico e muito doente”.  

 Jesus lhe disse, “Está bem, irei e o curarei”.  Mas o soldado lhe 
respondeu dizendo, “Obrigado, Senhor, mas não mereço que venha a 
minha casa. Dê somente uma ordem e meu empregado fi cará bom. 
Porque eu também estou debaixo da autoridade de ofi cias superiores 
e tenho soldados que obedecem às minhas ordens. Eu digo para um 
soldado: Vá lá, e ele vai. Digo para outro: Venha cá, e ele vem. Sei que 
o que Tu ordenes se cumprirá de imediato”.  

 Quando Jesus escutou aquilo, se surpreendeu muito.  “Afi rmo 
a vocês que isto é verdade: nunca vi tanta fé, nem mesmo entre o 
povo de Israel. E lhes digo que muita gente vai chegar do oriente e do 
ocidente e se sentarão com Abraão, Isaque e Jacó no reino dos céus. 
Mas os que pensaram que eram fi lhos de Deus, mas não creram, serão 
jogados fora, na escuridão, onde vão chorar e ranger os dentes de 
desespero”.  

 Depois Jesus disse ao ofi cial, “Vá para casa. E tudo será feito como 
pediu”.  Quando o ofi cial chegou em casa, encontrou seu empregado 
perfeitamente bem e soube que havia sido curado no mesmo 
momento em que Jesus o havia dito.

Comente Sobre a História:
1. Que favor o ofi cial romano pediu a Jesus?
2. Jesus estava pronto para ir com ele a sua casa e curar o empregado?  
3. Por que o soldado disse que não era necessário que Jesus fosse a 
sua casa?
4. Como você acha que Jesus se sentiu quando o soldado estrangeiro 
lhe disse que ele cria que 
    bastava tão somente que Jesus o ordenasse para que seu empregado 
fosse curado?  
5. O que acontecerá àqueles que pensaram que eram fi lhos de Deus, 
mas não creram em Jesus?
6. O que Jesus prometeu ao soldado?  E, cumpriu sua promessa?

O que você pensa?
Você crê que poderia ser tão corajoso a ponto de pedir a Jesus que 
curasse alguém em sua casa?  Seria como o soldado romano desta 
história?   


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   I am the good shepherd.  

The good shepherd lays down 

his life for the sheep.  

John 10:11

“Vá para casa, pois será feito 

como você crê.”

Mateus 8:13
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Death of John the BaptistDeath of John the Baptist

Bible Truths:  

1. God will always have faithful servants 
to preach the truth, even if it costs them 
their lives.
2. When people do not stop doing what is 
wrong, they only grow worse.

Mark 6:17-29

 John the Baptist, who had baptized Jesus, was a brave preacher 
who told the people to stop sinning and come back to God.  King 
Herod sinned by living with Herodias,e,  the wife of Herod’s brother, 
Philip.  When John the Baptist called him to stop this sin, the king 
grew very angry and sent soldiers to catch John and bring him to 
prison.  The king would have killed John, but he was afraid to do that 
because so many people admired John as being a true man of God.

 At the time of his birthday, King Herod had a great party, inviting 
many people of importance.  In this party, Herodias’ daughter danced 
for the king and all his invited guests and the king was very pleased.  He 
told the girl, “I will give you anything you want.  Just tell me what it is.”

 The girl went to her mother and asked what she should request 
of the king.  Right away, she came back and said, “I want the head of 
John the Baptist on a tray!”  This really surprised the king and because 
of his fear of the people he did not want to do it.  However, since he 
had made his promise in front of so many people, he called a soldier 
and ordered to go and get John’s head right away.  The soldier went 
straight to the prison and they took John out and cut off  his head, 
taking it to the king.  Herodias was surely happy because she got even 
with John the Baptist.

 John’s disciples asked for his body, which they took, without the 
head, and buried it.  Jesus and his disciples heard all about this and 
knew that they were also in great danger from their many powerful 
enemies.

Talk About the Story:
What did John the Baptist tell the king that made him mad?  Why was 
the king afraid to kill John the Baptist?  What did Herodias’ daughter do 
that pleased the king?  What did the king off er the girl?  What did she 
ask for?  How did John the Baptist die?  What happened to his head?

What do you say?
Do you think John the Baptist did right in preaching against sin?  If 
you were one of the Apostles of Jesus, how would you have felt when 
you heard about the killing of John the Baptist?  Would you have been 

scared for Jesus and for yourself?

Death of John the BaptistDeath of John the Baptist
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and ordered to go and get John’s head right away.  The soldier went 
straight to the prison and they took John out and cut off  his head, 
taking it to the king.  Herodias was surely happy because she got even 
with John the Baptist.
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 I tell you the truth:  Among those 

born of women there has not 

risen anyone greater than John 

the Baptist.   Matthew 11:11

 I tell you the truth:  Among those 

born of women there has not 

risen anyone greater than John 

the Baptist.   Matthew 11:11
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The Transfi gurationThe Transfi guration

Bible Truths:

1.  God showed that Jesus was His beloved 
Son in many diff erent ways.
2.  God orders us to listen to His Son.

Luke 9:28-36

 Several days after the death of John the Baptist, Jesus asked 

three of his disciples to go with him to a mountain to pray.  While 

they were praying, Peter, James and John saw the face and clothes 

of Jesus begin to shine brighter than the sun!  They saw two men 

who were talking with Jesus.  They were Moses and Elijah, who had 

lived hundreds of years before!  They were talking to Jesus about the 

suff ering he would have in Jerusalem and about his leaving soon from 

the earth.

 When they saw this, the apostles were frightened.  Peter said, 

“Teacher, how good it is for us to be here.  Let us make three huts:  

one for you, another for Moses, and still another for Elijah.”  Even 

when Peter was saying these things, a large cloud covered them and 

they became very afraid.  Out of the cloud they heard the voice of God 

saying, “This is my Son, my chosen one.  Listen to him.”

 When they heard this they saw that Jesus was now standing 

alone.  Jesus told his three friends to keep as a secret what they had 

seen.  From this time on, Jesus told his disciples that he would be 

betrayed, arrested, tried and crucifi ed, but would rise from the dead 

in three days.

Talk About the Story:

Which three disciples went with Jesus to pray?  What happened to Jesus 

when they were praying?  Who were the two men who appeared with 

Jesus.  What did the voice say in the middle of the cloud?  What did Jesus 

tell the men not to do until after he died and came back to life?

What do you say?

When were you most afraid in all your lifetime?  How do you think 

Jesus felt when he knew that his time to be killed was very close?

The Transfi gurationThe Transfi guration
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 Several days after the death of John the Baptist, Jesus asked 

three of his disciples to go with him to a mountain to pray.  While 

they were praying, Peter, James and John saw the face and clothes 
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A voice from the cloud, saying, 

“This is my Son, whom I have 

chosen, listen to him.” 

Luke 9:35

A voice from the cloud, saying, 

“This is my Son, whom I have 

chosen, listen to him.” 

Luke 9:35
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The Ten LepersThe Ten Lepers

Bible Truths:

1.  It is always wise to come to Jesus for 
help or to be healed.
2.  The wisest people are those who thank 
the Lord for his many favors.

Luke 17:11-19

 Jesus was walking on the road to Jerusalem.  Passing through 

the cities of Galilee and Samaria, he found ten men on the road who 

had leprosy.  This is a disease which is easy to catch from others and 

which covers the body with terrible sores that never get better.  For 

this reason, people always ran away from such people so they would 

not get sick also.

 The ten men cried out to Jesus saying, “Jesus, have pity on us!” 

When Jesus saw them, he said, “Go and present yourselves to the 

priests who will declare you well.” As they walked toward the city 

where the priests were, they saw their skin starting to get well.  

Finally, they were completely clean of the sores.  When he saw this, 

one of the ten men, a man who was a Samaritan, went back to where 

Jesus was and thanked him for healing him.

 But when Jesus saw that only one of the ten had returned to 

thank him, he asked the Samaritan, “Weren’t there ten men who 

were healed?”

 Looking at the man who said “thank you,” Jesus told him, “Get up 

off  your knees and go home.  Your faith has healed you.” Then, Jesus 

continued on his way to Jerusalem with all his disciples.

Talk about the story:

1. Where was Jesus headed to on the road?  

2. What kind of men did he meet on the road?  

3. How many were there?  

4.What did the men ask Jesus to do for them?  

5. How many were healed?  

6. How many of the men went back to Jesus to thank him?

What do you say?

Which one of the people are you most like:  the man who came back 

and thanked Jesus or the other nine who did not?  When God heals 

you from a sickness, do you thank God for what he did?  What does 

this story tell us to do?  Why is it important to have faith when we ask 

God to help us?

Os Dez LeprososOs Dez Leprosos

Verdades Principais:

1. A fé é importante em nossa vida. Devemos 
ser agradecidos a Deus em qualquer 
situação por 
    mais dura que esta seja.
2. Jesus nos dá saúde física e espiritual.

Lucas 17:11-19

 Jesus ia caminho a Jerusalém.  Passando pelas cidades de Galiléia 

e Samaria encontrou no caminho dez homens que estavam enfermos 

de lepra. A lepra era uma enfermidade fatal, muito contagiosa, que 

enchia todo o corpo de chagas; por isso, todas as pessoas fugiam deles 

por medo de se contagiarem.

 Os dez homens gritaram, dizendo: “Jesus, tenha compaixão 

de nós”.  Jesus ao vê-los lhes disse: “Vão e se apresentem ante os 

sacerdotes”. Enquanto eles iam caminhando até a cidade onde 

estavam os sacerdotes, viram que seus corpos estavam começando 

a sarar, até que fi caram completamente limpos.  Ao ver isto, um dos 

dez homens, que era samaritano, voltou até onde Jesus estava e lhe 

agradeceu por o haver curado.  

 Mas, vendo Jesus que somente um dos dez dos dez havia voltado, 

perguntou ao samaritano: “Não eram dez os que foram curados?”

 Vendo Jesus o homem que lhe agradeceu, disse a ele: “Levanta-

te, vai para tua casa; tua fé te curou”.  Assim, Jesus seguiu seu caminho 

até Jerusalém com seus discípulos.

Comente Sobre a História:

1.  Até que lugar Jesus ia?

2.  Por onde Jesus estava passando quando se encontrou com os dez 

homens?

3. Quantos estavam lá?

4. O que os dez homens pediram a Jesus?

5. Quantos foram curados?

6. Quantos voltaram para agradecer a Jesus?

O que você pensa? 

Com que personagem desta história você se identifi ca mais, com os 

nove leprosos ou o décimo leproso que agradeceu a Cristo? Por que? 

Quando Deus o ajuda em uma enfermidade e o cura, você agradece a 

Deus pelo que fez? O que esta história nos ensina?  É importante ter fé 

quando pedimos a Deus que nos ajude? Por que?
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There were ten who were 

healed; where are the other 

nine?  Luke 17:17

Um deles, ao ver que estava cu-

rado, voltou

louvando a Deus em voz alta”.

Lucas 17:17
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Jesus Sends Out His MessengersJesus Sends Out His Messengers

Bible Truths: 

1.  Jesus teaches us about himself and the 
gospel so we can go and teach and tell others.
2.  Even the youngest followers of Jesus can 
teach others about him.
3.  The most important thing for anybody is to 
be sure his or her name is written in heaven.

Luke 9:1-6,10  Luke 10:1-2,17,20

 From the beginning, Jesus taught the twelve Apostles so he could 
send them to teach others the same way he did.  At last came the day 
in which he gave them orders to go in pairs to preach in many diff erent 
places.  He gave them special powers to throw out demons and heal the 
sick people.  He sent them to preach to the people about the Kingdom 
of God and to stop doing bad things and obey the King of Kings.

 He knew they would be welcome in most of the towns, and 
he told them not to take money or food but instead to depend on 
the people to take care of them.  If a town would not receive them, 
he told them to leave that town and in front of everybody, to take 
off  their shoes and shake the dust off  of them.  This would let that 
town know that God would have nothing to do with them.  So, the 
twelve Apostles went out and preached the good news about Christ 
everywhere they went.  God gave them great power to heal all those 
who were sick.  The Apostles fi nally came back to Jesus and told him 
everything that they had done.

 A short time later, Jesus sent another 72 men to do the same 
thing the 12 Apostles had done.  Probably, Jesus put each group of 
12 men under the orders of two Apostles.  Jesus sent the 72 to every 
village, town and city where he himself would go later.  When the 
72 returned to Jesus, they exclaimed that even the demons obeyed 
them.  This made Jesus very happy and he praised God, his Father, 
because God had revealed such great things to such humble men.  He 
told them that the most important thing was not that the demons 
obeyed them, but that their names were written in heaven.

Talk about the story: 
What did Jesus command the twelve Apostles to do?  What should 
they do in every town?  Why should they not take either money or 
food for their trip?  What should they do in any town that did not 
receive them?   What did Jesus then command other 72 men to do?  
Where did he send them?  What did they report to Jesus when they 
got back?  What did Jesus say was most important  for them?

What do you say?
Is it possible that members of your group go out and tell others about 
Jesus and the salvation he gives?  What ways could this be done?  Is 
your name written in heaven?

Jesus Sends Out His MessengersJesus Sends Out His Messengers

Bible Truths: 

1.  Jesus teaches us about himself and the 
gospel so we can go and teach and tell others.
2.  Even the youngest followers of Jesus can 
teach others about him.
3.  The most important thing for anybody is to 
be sure his or her name is written in heaven.

Luke 9:1-6,10  Luke 10:1-2,17,20
     
 From the beginning, Jesus taught the twelve Apostles so he could 
send them to teach others the same way he did.  At last came the day 
in which he gave them orders to go in pairs to preach in many diff erent 
places.  He gave them special powers to throw out demons and heal the 
sick people.  He sent them to preach to the people about the Kingdom 
of God and to stop doing bad things and obey the King of Kings.

 He knew they would be welcome in most of the towns, and 
he told them not to take money or food but instead to depend on 
the people to take care of them.  If a town would not receive them, 
he told them to leave that town and in front of everybody, to take 
off  their shoes and shake the dust off  of them.  This would let that 
town know that God would have nothing to do with them.  So, the 
twelve Apostles went out and preached the good news about Christ 
everywhere they went.  God gave them great power to heal all those 
who were sick.  The Apostles fi nally came back to Jesus and told him 
everything that they had done.

 A short time later, Jesus sent another 72 men to do the same 
thing the 12 Apostles had done.  Probably, Jesus put each group of 
12 men under the orders of two Apostles.  Jesus sent the 72 to every 
village, town and city where he himself would go later.  When the 
72 returned to Jesus, they exclaimed that even the demons obeyed 
them.  This made Jesus very happy and he praised God, his Father, 
because God had revealed such great things to such humble men.  He 
told them that the most important thing was not that the demons 
obeyed them, but that their names were written in heaven.

Talk about the story: 
What did Jesus command the twelve Apostles to do?  What should 
they do in every town?  Why should they not take either money or 
food for their trip?  What should they do in any town that did not 
receive them?   What did Jesus then command other 72 men to do?  
Where did he send them?  What did they report to Jesus when they 
got back?  What did Jesus say was most important  for them?

What do you say?
Is it possible that members of your group go out and tell others about 
Jesus and the salvation he gives?  What ways could this be done?  Is 
your name written in heaven?
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Jesus said,  Peace be with you!  

As the Father has sent me, I am 

sending you. John 20:21

Jesus said,  Peace be with you!  

As the Father has sent me, I am 

sending you. John 20:21
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Who Is Jesus?Who Is Jesus?
Bible Truths:  

1. There are many wrong opinions about 
who Jesus is.
2. We who love and serve him know that he 
is the promised Savior, the only Son of God.

Matthew 16:13-20

 All over Palestine, everyone was talking about Jesus, the great 

preacher, healer, and worker of miracles.  Even so, they did not know 

for sure who he was.  Even to his disciples, Jesus never told them that 

he was the promised Messiah, the Son of God.  Jesus wanted them to 

discover this for themselves.  God would have to reveal this to them.  

He only talked about himself as “the Son of Man,” something which 

was not real clear.  Jesus was a man of mystery.

 One day, after the disciples had walked a long way with Jesus, 

he asked them, “Who do the people say I am, the Son of Man?” The 

disciples answered, “Some say that you are John the Baptist come 

back from the dead.  Others say that you are the prophet Elijah come 

back to earth.  Still others say that you are Jeremiah or one of the 

other great prophets.”

 Then, Jesus asked them a very important question,  “Tell me, who do 

you say that I am?” The answer they would give would show if they had 

really discovered who Jesus is or if they were as mistaken as the people.

 Simon Peter was the fi rst to speak,  “You are the Christ 

(the Messiah), the Son of the Living God!” Jesus answered him, 

“Congratulations, Simon, Son of Jonah, because no man gave you 

that answer other than my Father Who is in heaven.” Jesus was very 

happy because he knew that his disciples fi nally knew who he really 

was.  Now that they knew it, they would be able to continue to do the 

work on earth that he had started.

Talk about the story:

What did Jesus ask about the ideas the people had about who he is?  

What answer did the disciples give him?  Then, what other question 

did Jesus ask them?  According to Peter who is Jesus?   How did Jesus 

say that Peter learned this about Jesus?

What do you say?  

What do people today think Jesus is?

A good man who lived long ago.

A man who spoke about God.

A sinner.

the Messiah and Savior

Who Is Jesus?Who Is Jesus?
Bible Truths:  

1. There are many wrong opinions about 
who Jesus is.
2. We who love and serve him know that he 
is the promised Savior, the only Son of God.

Matthew 16:13-20

 All over Palestine, everyone was talking about Jesus, the great 

preacher, healer, and worker of miracles.  Even so, they did not know 

for sure who he was.  Even to his disciples, Jesus never told them that 

he was the promised Messiah, the Son of God.  Jesus wanted them to 

discover this for themselves.  God would have to reveal this to them.  

He only talked about himself as “the Son of Man,” something which 

was not real clear.  Jesus was a man of mystery.

 One day, after the disciples had walked a long way with Jesus, 

he asked them, “Who do the people say I am, the Son of Man?” The 

disciples answered, “Some say that you are John the Baptist come 

back from the dead.  Others say that you are the prophet Elijah come 

back to earth.  Still others say that you are Jeremiah or one of the 

other great prophets.”

 Then, Jesus asked them a very important question,  “Tell me, who do 

you say that I am?” The answer they would give would show if they had 

really discovered who Jesus is or if they were as mistaken as the people.

 Simon Peter was the fi rst to speak,  “You are the Christ 

(the Messiah), the Son of the Living God!” Jesus answered him, 

“Congratulations, Simon, Son of Jonah, because no man gave you 

that answer other than my Father Who is in heaven.” Jesus was very 

happy because he knew that his disciples fi nally knew who he really 

was.  Now that they knew it, they would be able to continue to do the 

work on earth that he had started.

Talk about the story:

What did Jesus ask about the ideas the people had about who he is?  

What answer did the disciples give him?  Then, what other question 

did Jesus ask them?  According to Peter who is Jesus?   How did Jesus 

say that Peter learned this about Jesus?

What do you say?  

What do people today think Jesus is?

A good man who lived long ago.

A man who spoke about God.

A sinner.

the Messiah and Savior
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You are the Christ, 

the Son of the Living God.  

Matthew 16:16

You are the Christ, 

the Son of the Living God.  

Matthew 16:16
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Bad “Good Man” and theBad “Good Man” and the

 Good “Bad Woman” Good “Bad Woman”
Bible Truths:

1.  It is hard for proud people to humble 
themselves and ask Christ to forgive them.
2.  The Lord is ready to forgive and forget all 
our sins when we fully trust him to do so.

Luke 7:36-50

 A very rich and religious man invited Jesus to eat in his house.  
When everyone was there, a woman came in whom the people did 
not like, calling her a great sinner.  She cried and washed the feet of 
Jesus with her tears, kissing his feet and pouring sweet-smelling oil 
on them.  This really bothered the owner of the house and he thought 
that if Jesus were really wise, he would know that this was a bad 
woman and would not let her touch him.

 Jesus knew what the man was thinking and said, “Simon, I want 
to ask you something.  A certain man loaned 500 gold coins to one 
person and 50 gold coins to another.  When the two came and told him 
they did not have the money to pay him back, the man said that they 
did not have to pay him anything.  Now, which of these two people do 
you think loved him the most?” Simon answered, “I suppose that the 
person who owed him the most loved him more than the other.”

 Jesus answered, “Yes, you are right Simon.  Do you remember 
that when I came into the house, you did not wash my feet as is our 
custom to do?  But this woman has washed my feet with her tears 
and wiped them dry with her own hair.  You did not give me a kiss, as 
is our custom.  But she has not stopped kissing my feet.  You did not 
pour oil on my head, as is our custom, but this woman has poured oil 
on my feet.  I tell you, the many sins of this woman are all forgiven.  
But he who is not forgiven much does not love much.”

 Then, Jesus looked at the woman and said, “All your sins are 
forgiven.” Those who were in the house were very surprised and asked 
each other, “Who is this who forgives sins?” Jesus then told her, “Your 
faith has saved you.  Go home in peace.”

Talk about the story:
Who was Simon, the man who invited Jesus to his house?  Describe the 
woman who came into the house and tell what she did.  Why did this 
bother Simon?  What was the story Jesus told about the two people 
who could not pay their debts?  Which of these two people loved most 
the people who had lent them the money?  What did Jesus say to the 
woman that surprised many of the people in the house?

What do you say?
Did Simon ask Jesus to forgive him of his sins?  Why do you think Jesus 
forgave the sinful woman but not Simon?  Have you asked Jesus to 
forgive you of all your sins?  Are you forgiven?

Bad “Good Man” and theBad “Good Man” and the

 Good “Bad Woman” Good “Bad Woman”
Bible Truths:

1.  It is hard for proud people to humble 
themselves and ask Christ to forgive them.
2.  The Lord is ready to forgive and forget all 
our sins when we fully trust him to do so.

Luke 7:36-50

 A very rich and religious man invited Jesus to eat in his house.  
When everyone was there, a woman came in whom the people did 
not like, calling her a great sinner.  She cried and washed the feet of 
Jesus with her tears, kissing his feet and pouring sweet-smelling oil 
on them.  This really bothered the owner of the house and he thought 
that if Jesus were really wise, he would know that this was a bad 
woman and would not let her touch him.

 Jesus knew what the man was thinking and said, “Simon, I want 
to ask you something.  A certain man loaned 500 gold coins to one 
person and 50 gold coins to another.  When the two came and told him 
they did not have the money to pay him back, the man said that they 
did not have to pay him anything.  Now, which of these two people do 
you think loved him the most?” Simon answered, “I suppose that the 
person who owed him the most loved him more than the other.”

 Jesus answered, “Yes, you are right Simon.  Do you remember 
that when I came into the house, you did not wash my feet as is our 
custom to do?  But this woman has washed my feet with her tears 
and wiped them dry with her own hair.  You did not give me a kiss, as 
is our custom.  But she has not stopped kissing my feet.  You did not 
pour oil on my head, as is our custom, but this woman has poured oil 
on my feet.  I tell you, the many sins of this woman are all forgiven.  
But he who is not forgiven much does not love much.”

 Then, Jesus looked at the woman and said, “All your sins are 
forgiven.” Those who were in the house were very surprised and asked 
each other, “Who is this who forgives sins?” Jesus then told her, “Your 
faith has saved you.  Go home in peace.”

Talk about the story:
Who was Simon, the man who invited Jesus to his house?  Describe the 
woman who came into the house and tell what she did.  Why did this 
bother Simon?  What was the story Jesus told about the two people 
who could not pay their debts?  Which of these two people loved most 
the people who had lent them the money?  What did Jesus say to the 
woman that surprised many of the people in the house?

What do you say?
Did Simon ask Jesus to forgive him of his sins?  Why do you think Jesus 
forgave the sinful woman but not Simon?  Have you asked Jesus to 
forgive you of all your sins?  Are you forgiven?
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Jesus said to the woman, 

“Your faith has saved 

you; go in peace.” 

Luke 7:50

Jesus said to the woman, 

“Your faith has saved 

you; go in peace.” 

Luke 7:50
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Jesus Loves the ChildrenJesus Loves the Children

Bible Truths:  

1.  The Kingdom of God belongs to those 
who are ready to receive it with the faith 
and simplicity of little children.
2.  Jesus has a special love for all children.

Mark 10:13-16 

 Jesus continued to teach wherever he went.  One day, as he 

was walking toward Jericho, he came upon a group of mothers who 

brought their little children for him to bless.  All the children were 

very happy to see Jesus and came up and hugged him.

 When the disciples saw this, they stopped the children and told 

them to stay away from Jesus.  They thought that Jesus did not have 

time for children.  This made Jesus unhappy and he told them, “Let 

the children come to me, and don’t try to stop them, because the 

Kingdom of God is for people who are like children.”

 The disciples obeyed Jesus and let the children and their mothers 

gather around him.  Jesus hugged all the children, loving them.  Jesus 

began to speak, saying, “I tell you that if a person does not receive the 

Kingdom of God just like a child, he will never get into it.”

 Afterwards, he blessed all the children, putting his hand upon 

each one’s head, showing his love for every one.

Talk about the story:  

Who met Jesus on the road?  Why were the mothers bringing their 

children to Jesus?  What did the disciples think about this?  What did 

they do?  What did Jesus do about this and what did he say about the 

faith of little children?

What do you say?  

Do you understand that Jesus loves you personally?  In what ways has 

Jesus blessed you?  How would you explain these words; The Kingdom 

of God is for people who are like children?  What do you think is so 

special about children to the Lord?  What can you do to help children 

know about Jesus?

Jesus Loves the ChildrenJesus Loves the Children

Bible Truths:  

1.  The Kingdom of God belongs to those 
who are ready to receive it with the faith 
and simplicity of little children.
2.  Jesus has a special love for all children.

Mark 10:13-16 

 Jesus continued to teach wherever he went.  One day, as he 

was walking toward Jericho, he came upon a group of mothers who 

brought their little children for him to bless.  All the children were 

very happy to see Jesus and came up and hugged him.

 When the disciples saw this, they stopped the children and told 

them to stay away from Jesus.  They thought that Jesus did not have 

time for children.  This made Jesus unhappy and he told them, “Let 

the children come to me, and don’t try to stop them, because the 

Kingdom of God is for people who are like children.”

 The disciples obeyed Jesus and let the children and their mothers 

gather around him.  Jesus hugged all the children, loving them.  Jesus 

began to speak, saying, “I tell you that if a person does not receive the 

Kingdom of God just like a child, he will never get into it.”

 Afterwards, he blessed all the children, putting his hand upon 

each one’s head, showing his love for every one.

Talk about the story:  

Who met Jesus on the road?  Why were the mothers bringing their 

children to Jesus?  What did the disciples think about this?  What did 

they do?  What did Jesus do about this and what did he say about the 

faith of little children?

What do you say?  

Do you understand that Jesus loves you personally?  In what ways has 

Jesus blessed you?  How would you explain these words; The Kingdom 

of God is for people who are like children?  What do you think is so 

special about children to the Lord?  What can you do to help children 

know about Jesus?
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And Jesus took the children in 

his arms, put his hands on them 

and blessed them. 

 Mark 10:16
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Two Very Diff erent SistersTwo Very Diff erent Sisters

Bible Truths:

1. There are many diff erences in brothers 
and sisters.
2.  It is important to serve Jesus and others, 
but the most important thing is to know 
Jesus well, loving him with all your heart.

Luke 10:38-42  

 Near the city of Jerusalem was the little town of Bethany.  When 

Jesus walked into this town, a woman called Martha invited him to stay 

in her house.  Jesus accepted the invitation and he and his disciples were 

in the living room and Jesus was teaching.  Mary, Martha’s sister, was 

fascinated, carefully listening to every word Jesus spoke.

 Martha was preparing a meal for her family and for Jesus and his 

disciples.  She began to get angry because Mary wasn’t helping her 

at all.  At last, Martha came into the living room and asked Jesus if he 

did not notice that Mary was just listening to him and not helping her 

out in the kitchen.  Then, she asked Jesus to send Mary straight to the 

kitchen to help her in the work.

 Jesus looked at Martha with love and told her, “Martha, Martha, 

you are worried about many things.  But Mary has chosen the best 

thing and no one will take it from her.”

Talk about the story:

Where was the town of Bethany?  What was the name of the woman 

who invited Jesus to stay in her house?  Why did Martha get angry at 

her sister, Mary?  What did Martha ask Jesus to do about Mary?  How 

did Jesus answer her?

What do you say?

What do you most admire about Martha?

She was the fi rst person in Bethany to invite Jesus to stay at 

            her house.

She fi xed dinner for Jesus and so many other guests.

She was a hard-working, generous woman.

How would you best describe Mary?

She seemed “laid back.”

She was lazy.

She was fascinated by Jesus.

She loved so much to learn from Jesus that other things were 

            not important.

How important is it to you to know Jesus better?  Are you more like 

Martha or Mary?  Explain your answer.

Two Very Diff erent SistersTwo Very Diff erent Sisters

Bible Truths:

1. There are many diff erences in brothers 
and sisters.
2.  It is important to serve Jesus and others, 
but the most important thing is to know 
Jesus well, loving him with all your heart.

Luke 10:38-42  

 Near the city of Jerusalem was the little town of Bethany.  When 

Jesus walked into this town, a woman called Martha invited him to stay 

in her house.  Jesus accepted the invitation and he and his disciples were 

in the living room and Jesus was teaching.  Mary, Martha’s sister, was 

fascinated, carefully listening to every word Jesus spoke.

 Martha was preparing a meal for her family and for Jesus and his 

disciples.  She began to get angry because Mary wasn’t helping her 

at all.  At last, Martha came into the living room and asked Jesus if he 

did not notice that Mary was just listening to him and not helping her 

out in the kitchen.  Then, she asked Jesus to send Mary straight to the 

kitchen to help her in the work.

 Jesus looked at Martha with love and told her, “Martha, Martha, 

you are worried about many things.  But Mary has chosen the best 

thing and no one will take it from her.”

Talk about the story:

Where was the town of Bethany?  What was the name of the woman 

who invited Jesus to stay in her house?  Why did Martha get angry at 

her sister, Mary?  What did Martha ask Jesus to do about Mary?  How 

did Jesus answer her?

What do you say?

What do you most admire about Martha?

She was the fi rst person in Bethany to invite Jesus to stay at 

            her house.

She fi xed dinner for Jesus and so many other guests.

She was a hard-working, generous woman.

How would you best describe Mary?

She seemed “laid back.”

She was lazy.

She was fascinated by Jesus.

She loved so much to learn from Jesus that other things were 

            not important.

How important is it to you to know Jesus better?  Are you more like 

Martha or Mary?  Explain your answer.
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“Martha, Martha, you are 

worried and upset about many 

things, but only one thing is 

needed. Mary has chosen what 

is better...”  Luke 10:41-42

“Martha, Martha, you are 

worried and upset about many 

things, but only one thing is 

needed. Mary has chosen what 

is better...”  Luke 10:41-42
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The Great CommandmentThe Great Commandment
Great Bible Truths:

1.  God’s people are subject to His laws 
which bring blessing and peace.
2.  The great commandment is to love God 
with all your heart, all your soul, all your 
mind, and all the strength. The second 
commandment in importance is to love 
others in the same way that you love yourself.

Mark 12:28-34

 The Jews had many laws and religious rules, including many 

things of little importance.  So one day a teacher of the Jewish laws 

asked Jesus, “ What is the most important of all the commandments?”

 Jesus answered him from the Old Testament,  “The fi rst 

commandment of all is ‘Hear, Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.  

Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with 

all your mind and with all your strength.’” And even though he had 

only asked about the fi rst commandment, Jesus continued answering 

him about the second in importance,  “The second commandment is,  

‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  No commandment is as important as 

these two.”

 The man was pleased, saying that Jesus was totally right.  He 

ended by saying that loving God with all your heart, with all your 

understanding and with all your strength and loving the other person as 

yourself is more important than all the other commandments.  They are 

more important than all of the religious sacrifi ces.  When Jesus heard 

that the teacher of the law had answered very well, he congratulated 

him saying that he was not far from the Kingdom of God.

Talk about the story:  

What was the question that the teacher of the law had for Jesus?  

What was Jesus’ answer to this question about the most important of 

the commandments of God?  According to Jesus, what is the second 

most important commandment?  Was the teacher of the law satisfi ed 

with the answers of Jesus?

What do you say?   
If someone loves God with all his heart, soul, mind and strength, 

would he do things that do not give honor to God?  If he loves other 

people like he loves himself, would he do hurtful things to them?  Do 

you fulfi ll these two laws?  If not, ask God for the desire and power to 

do it and your life will become great in the eyes of God and of people.

11The Great CommandmentThe Great Commandment
Great Bible Truths:

1.  God’s people are subject to His laws 
which bring blessing and peace.
2.  The great commandment is to love God 
with all your heart, all your soul, all your 
mind, and all the strength. The second 
commandment in importance is to love 
others in the same way that you love yourself.

Mark 12:28-34

 The Jews had many laws and religious rules, including many 

things of little importance.  So one day a teacher of the Jewish laws 

asked Jesus, “ What is the most important of all the commandments?”

 Jesus answered him from the Old Testament,  “The fi rst 

commandment of all is ‘Hear, Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.  

Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with 

all your mind and with all your strength.’” And even though he had 

only asked about the fi rst commandment, Jesus continued answering 

him about the second in importance,  “The second commandment is,  

‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  No commandment is as important as 

these two.”

 The man was pleased, saying that Jesus was totally right.  He 

ended by saying that loving God with all your heart, with all your 

understanding and with all your strength and loving the other person as 

yourself is more important than all the other commandments.  They are 

more important than all of the religious sacrifi ces.  When Jesus heard 

that the teacher of the law had answered very well, he congratulated 

him saying that he was not far from the Kingdom of God.

Talk about the story:  

What was the question that the teacher of the law had for Jesus?  

What was Jesus’ answer to this question about the most important of 

the commandments of God?  According to Jesus, what is the second 

most important commandment?  Was the teacher of the law satisfi ed 

with the answers of Jesus?

What do you say?   
If someone loves God with all his heart, soul, mind and strength, 

would he do things that do not give honor to God?  If he loves other 

people like he loves himself, would he do hurtful things to them?  Do 

you fulfi ll these two laws?  If not, ask God for the desire and power to 

do it and your life will become great in the eyes of God and of people.
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    “Of all the commandments, 

which is the most important?” 

Mark 12:28b 

    “Of all the commandments, 

which is the most important?” 

Mark 12:28b 
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The Poor Faith of a Rich ManThe Poor Faith of a Rich Man

Great Bible Truths

 1. The only completely good person is the 
Lord Jesus.
 2.  We receive eternal life when we give 
our lives to Jesus, deciding to follow him.

Luke 18:18-29

 A certain rich ruler came to Jesus and asked, “Good teacher, what 
must I do to get eternal life?  “Why do you call me ‘good’?” asked Jesus.  
“No one is good except God.  You know the commandments, ‘Do not 
commit adultery,  do not murder,  do not steal, do not lie, honor your 
father and your mother.’”
 
 “I have kept all these commandments ever since I was a boy,” the 
ruler answered.  When Jesus heard this, he said, “You still lack one 
thing.  Sell everything you have and give the money to the poor and 
then you will have treasure in heaven.  Then, come and follow me.” 
 
 When he heard this, the man was very sad, because he was very 
rich and he could not give up his riches to follow Jesus.  So he turned 
and walked away from Jesus.   Jesus turned to his disciples and said, 
“It is very hard for those who are rich to enter into the Kingdom of 
God.  I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle 
than for a rich man to enter the Kingdom of God.

 ”Then, who can be saved?” asked the disciples.  “What is 
impossible for man is possible with God,” answered Jesus.  Peter said, 
“Lord, remember that we have left everything to follow you.  ”I tell 
you that anyone who leaves wealth or house or family for the sake of 
God’s Kingdom will be given a hundred times more in this life and in 
the time to come, eternal life.”

Talk About the Story:
1.  How would you describe the faith of the rich ruler?  (mark the 
right answers with an x)
He admired Jesus as a good man, but not as God Himself.
He believed in God enough to obey His commandments.
He preferred to keep all his wealth instead of following Jesus.
He had no faith at all in Jesus.

2. When the rich ruler turned away from Jesus, what did Jesus do?
He told him to come back, that he could keep all his wealth.
He let him go, telling the disciples that it is very hard for the 
            very rich to be saved.

3. What did Peter remind Jesus and what promise did Jesus give him?

What About Yourself?
When you think about yourself and Jesus, are you more like the rich 
man, who kept everything for himself or Peter, who was willing to 
leave everything behind to follow Jesus?

12
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And he said, The things which 

are impossible with men are 

possible with God.

Luke 18:27
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An Angry Crowd Tries to Kill JesusAn Angry Crowd Tries to Kill Jesus

Great Bible Truths:  

1.  There will always be people who do not 
believe in Jesus and who hate him.
2.  Those who believe in Jesus are his sheep 
who listen to him.  He gives them eternal life 
and no one can steal them from God, His Father.

John 10:22-42

 One day, Jesus was walking through the great Temple in Jerusalem, 
when his enemies cried out to him, “How long are you going to keep us 
wondering?  Tell us plainly, are you the Messiah or not?”  

 Jesus answered them, “I have already told you, but you wouldn’t 
believe me.  Because you do not believe me, you are not my sheep.  My 
sheep listen to my voice; I know them and they follow me.  I give them 
eternal life, and they shall never die.  No one can snatch them away 
form me.  What my Father has given me is greater than everything, and 
no one can steal them from my Father’s care.  I and the Father are one.”

 When his enemies heard this, they picked up rocks to throw at 
him and kill him right then.  Jesus spoke, “I have done many good 
deeds that you have seen.  For which one of these will you stone me?”  
They answered, “We will not stone you because of good deeds, but 
because you are pretended to be God!”

 Jesus answered, “Do not believe my words, then, if I am not doing 
what my Father wants me to do.  But if I do what He wants, even 
though you do not believe me, you should at least believe my deeds 
in order that you may know that the Father is in me and that I am in 
the Father.”  This only made them angrier, and they tried to grab him.  
But he slipped out of their hands and left the city to preach down by 
the Jordan River where John the Baptist had preached before.  

 The people who came to hear him said, “John did no miracles, but 
everything he said about this man is true.”  And many people there 
believed in Jesus.

Talk about the story:
Where did Jesus meet his enemies?  What did they ask him and how did 
he answer them?  What did Jesus say about his sheep knowing him?  
What did he say about his knowing them?  What did he say he gives to all 
his sheep?  Can anyone steal from his sheep the eternal life he has given 
them?  Why did the crowd say they were going to stone him to death?  
What had the crowd seen that should have made them believe in Jesus?  
How did Jesus get away?  Where did he go and what did he do afterwards?  

What about yourself:
Are you more like the people who wanted to stone Jesus or like those 
who believed in him?  Do you believe Jesus not only gives you eternal 
life but will see to it that you do not lose it?
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